
Fill in the blanks with your own words, then read the story aloud.

When you’re    [verb]     through the woods and see your mother’s 
skeleton cushioned by moss, you     [verb]     at the     [animal]     clinging 
to her hip bone and run back to your     [noun]    .

You see your mother, full of skin,     [number]     feet in front of you. She’s 
as real as the bones on the moss. She looks     [emotion]    . You run toward 
her and don’t notice the     [noun, plural]     spilling out of your pockets.

You embrace. She is cold. She whispers into your ear, “    [your 
biggest secret]    ” then uses her     [type of bird]     wings to fly back into 
the forest.


